
 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

 
 
 
 
 NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NORMA GONSALVES, 
 ACTING PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

RICHARD NICOLELLO, 
CHAIRMAN 

 
 

 
 
 

1550 Franklin Avenue 
 Mineola, New York  
 
 
 
 
 November 5, 2012 
 4:10 p.m.  



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  2 

 A P P E A R A N C E S:  
 
 RICHARD NICOLELLO 
  Chairman 
 
 NORMA GONSALVES  
  Vice-Chair 
 
 VINCENT MUSCARELLA  
 
 ROSE MARIE WALKER  (Not Present) 
 
 JOSEPH BELESI (Sitting in for Rose Marie Walker) 
 
 DAVID DENENBERG 
  Ranking 
   
 JUDI BOSWORTH 
 
 DELIA DeRIGGI-WHITTON    
 
 WILLIAM J. MULLER, III, Clerk 
 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  3 

LIST OF SPEAKERS  
 

 
GREG MAY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  6 
 
MARTIN VOLK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  7 
 
MICHAEL KELLY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 24 
 
TIM SULLIVAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 29 
 
LISA LOCURTO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 47 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ ___________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  4 

 
INSERTS TO TRANSCRIPT 

 
 
Page 13, Line 21 - Page 23, Line 23 
 
 
 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  5 Finance Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  ca l l  t he  F inance  2 

Commi t tee  to  o rder .  3 

 Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  wou ld  you read  the  ro l l ,  4 

p lease?  5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -6 

Wh i t ton?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  9 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Rank ing  Member  Denenberg?  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i ,  13 

subs t i tu t i ng  fo r  Leg is la to r  Wa lker?  14 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    V i ce  Cha i rwoman 18 

Gonsa lves?  19 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Cha i rman  N ico le l lo?  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Thank  you ,  Mr .  24 

Mu l le r .  25 
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 I t ems 650,  651,  652-2012  a re  reso lu t ions  2 

to  au tho r i ze  the  county  assessor  and /o r  the  3 

coun ty  t reasu re r ,  and/or  the  rece ive r  o f  ta xes  o f  4 

the  Town o f  Hempstead to  cor rec t  e r roneous 5 

assessments  and  taxes  in  acco rdance w i th  th e  6 

pe t i t i ons  o f  the  assesso r ,  and  to  exempt  a  7 

pa r t ia l l y  exempt -spec i f i c  p roper ty  s i t ua ted  in  8 

the  va r ious  schoo l  d is t r i c ts .  9 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  10 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  12 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  seconded by  Leg is la t o r  13 

Be les i .  14 

 Mr .  May,  the re ' s  been a  reques t  fo r  a  15 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  op in ion  pend ing  on  th i s .   We 've  16 

been  in  touch  w i th  the  county  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  17 

and unders tand tha t ,  you  know,  w i th  what 's  been 18 

go ing  on  tha t  t ha t ' s  no t  ready  today  bu t  i t  w i l l  19 

be  ready  fo r  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  20 

 MR.  MAY:    Cor rec t .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Okay .   Any  22 

ques t ions?  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  one ,  i f  i t ' s  24 

okay ,  Mr .  Cha i rman?  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Go ahead.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  i s  650,  3 

r i gh t?  4 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  th i s  i s  j us t  6 

one spec i f i c  p roper t y?  7 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Mar t i n  Vo lk  f rom the  8 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  to  answer  ques t ion s  on  9 

these i t ems.   I f  you 'd  l i ke ,  i f  we  cou ld  ca l l  a l l  10 

th ree  a t  once  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     They ' re  a l l  12 

ca l l ed .  13 

 MR.  MAY:   I  m issed  tha t?  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Yes .  15 

 MR.  MAY:   I  app rec ia te  i t .   Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Sure .  17 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Vo lk  i s  here  to  answer  any  18 

ques t ions .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On  650 ,  i t se l f ,  20 

wh ich  is  my on ly  ques t ion ,  t h i s  i s  j us t  a  21 

reduc t ion  tha t  was  per  a  s t i pu la ted  se t t lem ent?  22 

 MR.  VOLK:     I  be l ieve  so ,  Leg is la to r .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  you ' l l  24 

have  the  i n fo rma t ion  a t  the  nex t  mee t ing?  25 
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 MR.  VOLK:    Wel l ,  I  was  handed  these  2 

documents .   Jus t  bea r  w i th  me  one sec .    3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t  t h ink  i t ' s  4 

cour t  o rde red ,  r igh t?  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    Jus t  bea r  w i th  us  one second ,  6 

Leg is la to r .   Le t  me f i nd  the  ac tua l  reso lu t i on  so  7 

I  can  answer  you r  ques t i on .   I  j us t  want  to  be  8 

ab le  to  answer  you r  ques t i on  accura te l y .  9 

 MR.  MAY:    Le t  me take  th i s  o ppor tun i t y  10 

to  apo log ize  to  the  leg i s la to rs .   Mr .  Tom 11 

A lbanese  f rom the  assessor 's  o f f i ce  was her e .   12 

Bu t  aga in ,  w i th  every th ing  go ing  on  w i th  th e  13 

s to rm,  he  had  some persona l  ma t te rs  to  take  ca re  14 

o f .   He had to  l eave  a t  four  o 'c lock .   I  15 

apo log ize .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  have  no  - -  17 

l e t ' s  pass  i t  t h rough.   Mr .  Vo lk ,  i f  you  wa n t  to  18 

answer  my ques t ions  in  be tween ,  you and I  c ou ld  19 

reach ou t  to  each o the r .  20 

 MR.  VOLK:   Su re ,  Leg is la to r .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ' l l  say  th i s .   I  22 

th ink  a l l  o f  us  have  i ssues  i n  our  d is t r i c t s  and  23 

such .   Rea l l y ,  t ha t ' s  where  we  shou ld  be .   Tha t ' s  24 

my  op in ion .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Leg is la to r  2 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    H i .   Thank  4 

you.   I  know we  d i scussed tha t  we migh t  mee t  on  5 

th is  as  we l l .   Because  wha t  I  no t i ced  is  wh en you 6 

l ook  a t  every  i t em,  p re t ty  much,  a t  the  t im e  tha t  7 

these proper t ies  a re  so ld ,  i t ' s  c lea r  tha t  t he re  8 

i s  a  re l ig ious  exempt ion ,  co r rec t?  9 

 MR.  VOLK:    Whi le  i t  may  be  c lea r  a t  t he  10 

t ime  o f  the  sa le ,  the  Depar tment  o f  Assessm ent  11 

does  no t  necessa r i l y  f ind  ou t  the  in fo rmat i on  as  12 

to  how the  pu rchaser  i s  un t i l  la te r .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    How we  keep 14 

ta lk ing  abou t  co r rec t i ng  the  assessmen t  15 

s i tua t ion ,  I  th ink  th i s  wou ld  be  - -  and I  k now I  16 

s ta ted  th i s  l as t  t ime,  bu t  j us t  to  re i te ra t e  i t .   17 

I  th ink  i t  wou ld  be  the  pe r fec t  oppor tun i ty  - -  18 

because what ' s  happen ing  i s  we ' re  co l l ec t in g  19 

taxes  f rom these  501(3 ) (c )s  wh ich  are  e i the r  20 

re l i g ious  or  o ther  reasons .   Then,  no t  on ly  a re  21 

we  pay ing  back  tha t  money,  knowing  tha t  we have 22 

to ,  bu t  we ' re  a l so  pay ing  back  money  f rom t he  23 

schoo l  d is t r i c t .   I s  t ha t  co r rec t?   So  i t ' s ,  i n  24 

fac t ,  cos t ing  the  coun ty  more  funds  than  ha v ing  25 
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no t  co l l ec ted  i t  i n  the  f i rs t  p lace .  2 

 MR.  VOLK:   I  unders tand your  concern ,  3 

l eg i s la to r .   Bu t  as  I  sa id ,  t he  assessor  do es  no t  4 

necessar i l y  f ind  ou t  who  the  purchaser  i s  u n t i l  5 

weeks ,  perhaps  even months  l a te r .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Wou ldn ' t  7 

you ag ree though  tha t  th is  wou ld  be  someth i ng  8 

tha t  we shou ld  rea l l y  mandate?   We cou ld  req uest  9 

tha t  we be  no t i f ied  immedia te l y  when  a  501( c ) (3 )  10 

o r  no t - fo r -p ro f i t  i s  purchas i ng  a  p iece  o f  11 

p roper ty .  12 

 MR.  VOLK:    Whi le  tha t  may  be  t rue ,  tha t  13 

m igh t  a l so  be  pe rhaps the  sub jec t  o f  s ta te  14 

l eg i s la t ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Whatever  i t  16 

i s ,  I  th ink  the  fac t  t ha t  we  know we ' re  no t  go ing  17 

to  be  ab le  to  keep  the  money ,  so  we ' re  go in g  to  18 

have  to  re tu rn  i t  anyway ,  and  then  on  top  o f  t ha t  19 

we  have to  re tu rn  what  the  schoo ls  a re  20 

co l l ec t i ng ,  i t ' s  j us t  a  loss  fo r  t he  county  and I  21 

th ink  i t ' s  one tha t  we  shou ld  rea l l y  t ry  to  22 

address .  23 

 I  know you ' re  ge t t ing  a  lega l  op in ion .   24 

Bu t  maybe I 'm  reques t ing  aga in  tha t  we  get  some 25 
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t ype  o f  lega l  op in ion  rega rd ing  tha t .   I  ju s t  2 

th ink  i t  wou ld  be  a  s tep  i n  the  r i gh t  d i rec t ion .  3 

 MR.  VOLK:    I ' l l  f o rward  you r  sugges t ion  4 

to  the  approp r ia te  personne l .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Any  o ther  7 

ques t i ons?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Those opposed?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 Car r ies  unan imous ly .  16 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Vo lk .  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    Thank you,  Leg is la to r .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Mot ion  to  suspend  19 

the  ru les?  20 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  22 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Mot ion  by  23 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  24 

Muscare l la .  25 
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 A l l  in  f avor  o f  suspend ing  the  ru les?  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Those opposed? 4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 Ru les  are  suspended.  6 

 I t ems 653 and  654-2012  a re  re so lu t ions  to  7 

au thor ize  the  t rans fer  o f  app rop r ia t ions  8 

he re to fo re  made  w i th in  the  budge t  fo r  the  y ear  9 

2012 .  10 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  13 

Leg is la to r  Be les i ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  14 

Muscare l la .  15 

 Any  ques t ions? 16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Those opposed? 22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 Car r ies  unan imous ly .  24 

 I t ems 655,  656,  657,  658 ,  659 ,  660 ,  661,  25 
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662,  and  663  are  a l l  o rd inances  supp lementa l  t o  2 

the  annua l  appropr ia t i on  o rd inance  in  conne c t ion  3 

w i th  the  O f f i ce  o f  t he  D is t r i c t  A t to rney ,  P ub l ic  4 

Works  Depar tmen t ,  Po l i ce  Depar tmen t ,  O f f i ce  o f  5 

Emergency  Management ,  Depar tment  o f  C iv i l  6 

Se rv ice ,  F i re  Commiss ion ,  and  Med ica l  Exami ner .  7 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So m oved.  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  10 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  seconded by  Leg is la t o r  11 

Gonsa lves .  12 

 These i t ems wen t  th rough  commi t tees  jus t  13 

a  few moments  ago.   I  jus t  ask  tha t  the  tes t imony 14 

in  the  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Commi t tee  be  inco rpora ted  by  15 

re fe rence w i th  respec t  t o  I t em 657  and  661.  16 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  m inutes  17 

o f  t he  November  5 ,  2012,  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Comm i t tee  18 

t ransc r ip t  w i th  respec t  to  I t em Number  657 and  19 

661-12 . )  20 

 The nex t  i tem i s  I tem 657,  an  ord inance 21 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i ons  22 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  po l i ce  23 

depar tment .  24 

 We have one o the r  po l i ce  i tem,  so  we ' l l  25 
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ca l l  t hem bo th  a t  the  same t ime.  2 

 658,  a lso ,  wh ich  i s  an  o rd inance  3 

supp lementa l  to  the  annua l  app ropr ia t i on  4 

o rd inance in  connect ion  w i th  the  po l i ce  5 

depar tment .  6 

 We have a  mo t ion  by  Joe Be les i ,  seconded  7 

by?  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  9 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Norma Gonsa lves .  10 

 F i rs t  we ' l l  go  ove r  657.   Who  do  we have?  11 

 MR.  MAY:    Se rgean t  Greg  S tephanof f .  12 

 MR.  CONROY:    Bob Conroy  f rom OMB.   Th is  13 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  i s  jus t  requ i red  14 

because i t ' s  pa r t  o f  a  boa rd  t rans fe r  where  funds  15 

were  t rans fe r red  - -  approp r ia t ions  were  16 

t rans fer red  be tween funds .  17 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .   And  tha t ' s?  18 

 MR.  CONROY:    The board  t rans fer ' s  670 -19 

12 ;  i t ' s  t ha t  number .   20 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Now,  tha t ' s  on  657 .   21 

A re  there  any  ques t ions  f rom any  l eg is la to r s?  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah .  23 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Leg is la to r  Dav id  24 

Denenberg .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You can ca l l  me 2 

Dave ,  tha t ' s  f i ne .   Anyway .  3 

 Th is  i s  no t  670 -12 ,  s i r .   Th i s  i s  657-12 .  4 

 MR.  CONROY:    Cor rec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  th i s  i s  an  6 

$8 .9  m i l l i on  supp lemen ta l  app rop r ia t ion  to  cover  7 

po l i ce  ove r t ime ,  f r i nge bene f i t ,  gaso l ine ,  8 

au tomobi le  re la ted  expenses,  rad io  and  9 

te lecommun ica t i on ,  ambulance  b i l l i ng ,  and l ab  10 

tes t ing ,  cor rec t?  11 

 MR.  CONROY:    Cor rec t ,  yeah.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And th is  i s  a l l  13 

be fo re  the  s to rm.   Th is  i s  an  i t em tha t ' s  n o t  14 

s to rm re la ted ,  cor rec t?  15 

 MR.  CONROY:    That 's  cor rec t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  the  - -  17 

where ' s  the  money coming  f rom?  Jus t  so  you  18 

unders tand ,  you  conf i rmed where  i t ' s  go ing ,  and 19 

most  o f  i t ' s  ove r t ime,  f r i nge  bene f i ts ,  and  the  20 

res t  o f  i t  i s  f o r  lab  tes t ing ,  ambulance  b i l l i ng ,  21 

e tce te ra .   I  thought  ambulance  b i l l i ng  ac tu a l l y  22 

m igh t  make  us  money.   Bu t  mos t  o f  th is  i s  f o r  23 

po l i ce  ove r t ime .   I  jus t  wan t  to  know where  i t ' s  24 

coming  f rom.  25 
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 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    W i th  respec t  to  2 

the  ambu lance  b i l l i ng ,  i t  does  make us  money ,  bu t  3 

the  money goes  in  the  revenue  s ide  and  we h ave  to  4 

pay  i t  on  the  cont rac tua l  s ide .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  unders tand .   6 

Bu t  I 'm jus t  look ing  a t  8 .9  m i l l ion ,  and  th e  vas t  7 

ma jo r i t y  o f  t ha t ' s  t o  cove r  over t ime  and  f r i nge 8 

bene f i ts .  9 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Th i s  was go ing  to  10 

be  a  t rans fe r  f o r  - -  j us t  to  cover  yea r -end .   We 11 

had a  few shor t fa l l s .   I t  was  acce le ra ted  b ecause 12 

o f  t he  hur r i cane .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ac tua l l y ,  th is  14 

was f i led  be fore  the  hur r i cane  the  gen t lema n  to  15 

your  l e f t  - -  wha t  was your  na me aga in?   I 'm  so r ry  16 

i f  I  have i t  wrong .  17 

 MR.  CONROY:    Bob Conroy .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bob Conway?  19 

 MR.  CONROY:    Conroy .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I ’m  sor ry ,  21 

Mr .  Conroy .   Mr .  Conroy  jus t  sa id  and conf i r med 22 

tha t  t h i s  was  be fo re  the  s to rm.  23 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Yes .   I t  was  a  24 

schedu led  t rans fer  t o  cove r  year -end  sho r ta ges .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  you jus t  sa id  2 

i t  had  to  do  w i th  the  s to rm.   Th is  was  f i le d  - -  3 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    No.   I t  was  4 

acce le ra ted  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oc tober  22 .  6 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    We jus t  7 

acce le ra ted  i t  t o  cove r  th is  l eg  ca lendar .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I t  was  9 

f i led  on  October  22 .   Do  you  d isag ree?  10 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    No.  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The s to rm was 12 

a f te r  Oc tober  22 ,  was i t  no t?  13 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:    Yes .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So,  aga in ,  15 

where  is  t he  money  coming f rom? 16 

 MR.  CONROY:    U l t ima te ly ,  f rom the  17 

genera l  fund .  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    The genera l  fund  19 

debt  serv i ce  cha rge backs ,  co r rec t?   20 

 MR.  CONROY:    That 's  cor rec t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The debt  serv i ce .   22 

That  wou ld  be  f rom bond ing  e i the r  tha t  d idn ' t  23 

happen  o r  was  over  budge ted? 24 

 MR.  CONROY:   Yeah.   Over  budge ted.   The 25 
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bo r row ing ' s  l ess  than budgeted  and  a t  lower  2 

ra tes .  3 

 MR.  MAY:    Excuse me .   Leg is la to r  4 

Denenberg ,  I  jus t  wanted  to  po in t  ou t  fo r  t he  5 

reco rd  tha t  t he  i t em was  f i l ed  on  Oc tober  3 1 ,  no t  6 

on  October  22 .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The da te  on  the  8 

i t em i s  Oc tober  22 .   The  request  - -  okay .   You ' re  9 

r i gh t .   I t  wasn ' t  f i l ed .   The  da te  o f  the  r eques t  10 

i s  October  22 ,  2012.  11 

 MR.  MAY:    I  don ’ t  d ispu te  tha t .   I 'm 12 

jus t  say ing  you  are  s ta t ing  fo r  the  reco rd  tha t  13 

i t  was  f i l ed  on  Oc tober  22 .   I t  was  f i led  o n  14 

Oc tober  31  - -  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I  t h ink  I  16 

sa id  the  da te  o f  t he  request  was  October  22 .   Bu t  17 

i f  t he  record 's  wrong,  I ' l l  say  i t  aga in .   Am I  18 

co r rec t  tha t  the  da te  o f  t he  request  was  Oc tober  19 

22?  20 

 MR.  MAY:    The da te  o f  t he  request  wou ld  21 

be  October  22 .   22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  my  concern  is ,  23 

pa r t i cu la r ly  how much o f  t h i s  goes  to  over t ime ,  24 

sa la ry ,  and bene f i ts  o f  the  8 .9 ,  based  on t he  25 
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b reakout  i s  we l l  above  wha t  Mr .  Su l l i van  sa id  a t  2 

the  las t  budget  rev iew  hear ing ,  wh ich  was - -  I  3 

th ink  i t  was  ea r ly  Augus t ,  f i r s t  week o f  Au gus t .   4 

Th is  i s  way above what  was  an t ic ipa ted  l ess  than  5 

th ree  months  ago .  6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Po in t  made .   I t ' s  7 

coming  ou t  o f  t he  genera l  fund .   The  po in t  was  8 

made .   Any  o the r  ques t ions ,  Mr .  Denenberg?  9 

Any th ing  e lse? 10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  no  o ther  11 

ques t ions .   I  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  13 

do  you  wan t  to  ask  someth ing?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    th ink  Mr .  Wink  15 

m igh t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I  added what  I  17 

had to  add .   Thank  you .  18 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .   Thank  you .  19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  22 

by  say ing  aye .  23 

 (Aye . )  24 

 Any  aga ins t?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 So  ru led .  3 

 Now we  have a  second  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   You  have to  5 

l e t  us  vo te .   You sa id  a l l  i n  favo r?   Yes .    6 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    I  sa id  a l l  aga ins t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We abs ta in .   And  8 

the  reason  why we ' re  abs ta in ing  is  we 'd  l i k e  Mr .  9 

Su l l i van  a t  Fu l l  Leg  to  exp la in  why we ' re  s o  fa r  10 

over  wha t  he  had  sa id  a t  t he  budge t  rev iew 11 

hear ing  in  Augus t .   I f  i t ' s  l a te  Ju l y ,  I ' l l  s tand 12 

co r rec ted .   The  las t  budge t  rev iew  hear ing .  13 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    So  no ted .  14 

 Your  exp lana t ion ,  was tha t  j us t  657 or  i s  15 

tha t  658  a lso? 16 

 MR.  MAY:    658 ' s  a  g ran t  t ha t  we ' re  17 

ge t t ing  money  fo r .  18 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Now we ' re  go ing  to  vo te  19 

on  the  g ran t .  20 

 Any  ques t ions  on  the  g ran t?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 I s  t he re  any  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Denn is ,  d id  you 24 

ca l l  658?  25 
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 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Yes ,  we ca l l ed  them 2 

bo th  togethe r .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Sor ry .  4 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Any  ques t ions  on  658 ,  5 

the  gran t?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  10 

by  say ing  aye .  11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 Any  aga ins t?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 I  guess  i t ' s  unan imous .   Okay .  17 

 We ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  I t em Number  661-12  18 

and 662-12  toge the r .   They  a re  bo th  w i th  th e  19 

med ica l  examine r .   Wai t  a  minu te .   No,  no ,  no ,  20 

no ,  no .   My m is take .   My  m is take .  21 

 661 we ' re  go ing  to  do  now,  and  tha t ' s  an  22 

o rd inance supp lementa l  t o  the  annua l  23 

approp r ia t ions  o rd inance  in  c onnec t ion  w i th  the  24 

f i re  commiss ione r .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  22 Finance Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  3 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Rose  Walke r  made  the  4 

mo t ion ,  seconded  by  Norma Gonsa lves .  5 

 Who do  we have here?  6 

 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  norma l l y  we  7 

wou ld  have  Carey  Wel t  f rom the  F i re  Commiss ion  8 

he re  to  speak  on  these  i tems .   However ,  as  you  9 

can imag ine ,  they  are  s t re tched ra ther  th in  r i gh t  10 

now.   I ' l l  be  happy to  t ry  to  answer  any  11 

ques t ions  tha t  I  can  on  th is  i tem.   I f  I  ca nno t  12 

answer  those  ques t ions ,  I  w i l l  ge t  t he  answ ers  to  13 

you pr io r  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  14 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    I  have  no  ob jec t ion ,  as  15 

l ong  as  there  a re  no  ques t ions  ove r  your  he ad.   16 

Does  anybody  have any  ques t ions  on  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  one.  18 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Yes .   Leg is la to r  19 

Denenberg .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you,  21 

Cha i rman .  22 

 I s  i t  tha t  we  have  more  peop le  i n  the  23 

f i re  commiss ion?   Why wou ld  we  be over  on  t he  24 

sa la ry  l ine  i n  the  f i r e  commiss ion?  D id  we  h i re  25 
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more  commiss ione rs?  2 

 MR.  MAY:   I  wou ld  have  to  f i nd  ou t  t he  3 

exac t  answer  to  tha t  ques t ion ,  s i r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oh .   I  guess  5 

tha t ' s  my ques t ion .  6 

 MR.  MAY:    And I  can  cer ta in l y  ge t  t ha t  7 

to  you  be fore  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN DUNNE:    Okay .   Any  o ther  10 

ques t ions?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  in  f avo r  i nd ica te  15 

by  say ing  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Any  aga ins t?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Any  abs ten t i ons?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Unan imous.  22 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  23 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  November  5 ,  2012  F inanc e  24 

Commi t tee  minutes . )  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Do we  have any  2 

ques t ions  on  these  i tems?  Leg is la to r  DeRig g i -3 

Wh i t ton .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  5 

know i f  M ike  Ke l ly  i s  s t i l l  he re ,  bu t  I  jus t  had  6 

a  qu ick  ques t ion .   I  know I  was  on  the  comm i t tee  7 

fo r  656,  bu t  I  wasn ' t  expec t ing  to  be  on  th a t  8 

commi t tee  so  I  d idn ' t  have  a  second to  rea l l y  9 

th ink  abou t  i t .  10 

 M ike ,  jus t  i n  the  pas t ,  have  these  funds  11 

been  used fo r  such  i tems  as  th is?  12 

 MR.  KELLY:    Never  fo r  - -  sor ry .   M ichae l  13 

Ke l l y ,  Ac t ing  D i rec tor ,  Nassau  County  Depar tment  14 

o f  Pub l i c  Works ,  D iv is ion  o f  Rea l  Es ta te  15 

Serv ices .  16 

 No t  fo r  th ings  l i ke  t ra i l  maps  and  17 

su rvey ing .   However ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  s ta te  tha t  18 

the  $232 ,000  o f  th is  money  was  used to  bu i l d  the  19 

East  Meadow Farmhouse,  wh ich  i s  ce r ta in l y  a n  20 

improvemen t  to  open space pro jec t ,  wh ich  wa s  21 

vo ted  on  by  th i s  l eg is la tu re  - -  approp r ia ted  fo r  22 

tha t  purpose  by  th is  l eg is la tu re .   So th is  has  23 

been  used fo r  pu rposes  o ther  than the  acqu i s i t ion  24 

o f  open space  p roper ty .   And I  d id  j us t  look  a t  25 
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the  loca l  law  aga in ,  and  i t  does  ta l k  about  the  2 

ma in tenance and  rehab i l i ta t i on  o f  open  spac e  3 

p roper t i es  as  we l l .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  tha t  i s  5 

spec i f i c  i n  tha t  l aw  tha t  i t  can  be  used  fo r  t ype  6 

o f  f und ing?  7 

 MR.  KELLY:    Yes .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  no t i ced  -9 

-  I  used  to  l i ve  nearby  and t here  have  been  s igns  10 

and a l l  in  t he  pas t .   Had tha t  j us t  been  co ming 11 

f rom the  genera l  f und?  12 

 MR.  KELLY:    Those  a re  j us t  t he  regu la r  13 

s igns  tha t  we 've  been pu t t ing  up  fo r  a l l  o f  ou r  14 

open  space  p roper t ies .    15 

 As  you  know,  the  l eg is la tu re  has  made i t  16 

a  po in t  to  say  tha t  the  2004  and  2006 Bond Act  17 

p roper t i es  have  been  acqu i red ,  and  the re  d i dn ' t  18 

seem to  be  much  in  the  way  o f  pub l ic  knowle dge  o r  19 

pub l ic  access  to  these  p roper t ies .   So  we ' r e  20 

l ook ing  to  do  someth ing  a  l i t t le  g rea ter ,  t o  21 

ac tua l l y  demarca te  these  p roper t ies ,  s ign  t hem 22 

p roper ly ,  pu t  i n fo rmat ion  on  the  p roper t y  s o  tha t  23 

peop le  know wha t  they ' re  a l l  about ,  and to  do  24 

th is  the  r igh t  way .   So th is  $63 ,000  i s  s ta r t i ng  25 
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tha t  p rocess  to  ge t  th is  mov ing  a long.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  respec t  3 

tha t  i dea.   But  I  th ink  what  Dav id  Denenber g 's  4 

po in t  was,  pa r t  o f  h is  po in t  i s  th is  money i s  so  5 

p rec ious  because  fo r  us  to  be  ab le  to  acqu i re  new 6 

l and ,  we 'd  hones t l y  ra ther  see  i t  go  fo r  th a t  and 7 

then  have o the r  money ava i lab le  to  do  th is .   Bu t  8 

i f  you  fee l  t ha t  i t  fa l l s  w i th in  the  spec t r um.  9 

 MR.  KELLY:   I  f ee l  t ha t  i t  does .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    One th ing  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Leg is la to r  12 

Denenberg .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So r ry ,  Leg is la to r  14 

N ico le l l o .   Bu t  thank  you.    15 

 Le t  me  make i t  c lear .   Get t i ng  ou t  t he  16 

i n fo rmat ion  so  tha t  we  know abou t  open  spac e  i s  17 

a lways  very  impor tan t .   The two issues  I  ha ve is ,  18 

number  one ,  us ing  the  f i ve  pe rcent  f und in  o rder  19 

to  pu t  up  k iosks  o r  s igns ,  I  t h ink  we shou l d  use  20 

the  genera l  f und .   Number  two ,  th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  21 

- -  you  know,  to  h i re  an  ou ts i de  cont rac tor  t o  22 

te l l  us  where  the  k iosks  cou ld  go  or  how to  23 

su rvey  someth ing  tha t  shou ld  have a l ready  b een  24 

su rveyed  when  we  purchased  i t ,  I  h igh l y  que s t i on  25 
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whethe r  we  need  an  ou ts ide  con t rac to r ,  $63, 000  to  2 

do  i t .   Bu t  i f  we do ,  I  ques t i on  why  we wou ld  use 3 

the  f i ve  percen t  f und fo r  p roper ty  tha t  was  4 

pu rchased under  the  open  space  bonds .   I  do  5 

d i sagree  w i th  you as  to  whethe r  open  space 6 

fund ing ,  whe the r  th rough  the  f i ve  pe rcen t  o r  t he  7 

bond  ac t ,  cou ld  ever  be  used  fo r  ma in tenanc e .   I t  8 

was a  po in t  o f  l a te  Leg is la to r  Peter  Schmi t t  t ha t  9 

none  o f  those  funds  shou ld  eve r  be  used fo r  10 

ongo ing  ma in tenance.  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Any  o ther  12 

ques t ions?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Ke l ly .  15 

 MR.  KELLY:    Thank  you .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Any  pub l i c  17 

comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  I t ems 656 and 657 20 

separa te ly ,  and  then  I ' l l  ca l l  t he  res t ,  in  te rms 21 

o f  f o r  a  vo te .  22 

 I t em 656-2012,  a l l  t hose  in  s ign i f y  by  23 

say ing  aye .  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 Any  opposed?  2 

 (Nay . )  3 

 I t  passes  by  a  vo te  o f  f ou r  to  th ree .  4 

 I t em 657 .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  I tem 657 5 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Those opposed? 8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Those abs ta in ing?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  11 

Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Whi t ton  had  a  ques t ion  o n  657 ;  12 

I 'm no t  su re .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You ' ve  14 

asked fo r  ques t i ons  on  657?  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     A l l  o f  them.  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The way 17 

you ' re  ca l l i ng  i t  i s  sor t  o f  a  l i t t l e  confus ing .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     I  ca l l ed  a l l  o f  19 

them,  and then I  asked  i f  the re  were  any  20 

add i t i ona l  ques t ions .   But ,  anyway ,  i t  does n ' t  21 

ma t te r .  22 

 Do  you  have a  ques t ion  on  657?  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bas ica l l y ,  24 

I  unders tand  tha t  the  t rans fe r  i s  coming  f r om the  25 
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su rp lus  and deb t  serv i ces .   I s  t he re  anyone  he re  2 

to  d iscuss  th is?  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Mr .  Su l l i van .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    H i .   I  5 

apprec ia te  i t .  6 

 I  guess  - -  you  know,  when we  have these 7 

t rans fers ,  I  wou ld  j us t  l i ke  to  see exac t ly  where  8 

they ' re  coming f rom.   I f  we ' re  tak ing  th is  f rom a  9 

p ro jec ted  su rp lus  or  i s  i t  an  ac tua l  surp lu s?   10 

Where  is  t he  t rans fe r  coming  f rom? 11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t ' s  coming f rom our  deb t  12 

se rv ice  chargebacks ,  t ha t ' s  t he  debt  serv ic e  13 

fund .   We 've  bo r rowed less  th i s  year ,  and,  14 

there fore ,  we ' re  no t  i ncur r i ng  the  deb t  ser v ice  15 

expenses  an t i c ipa ted .   So tha t ' s  where  the  funds  16 

a re  coming  f rom.  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    A l r i gh t .   18 

So ,  bas i ca l l y ,  t h i s  i s  t he  sa v ings  tha t  wou l d  19 

no rmal ly  - -  wha t  wou ld  we nor mal ly  do  w i th  t hese  20 

sav ings?   Is  i t  usua l l y  used  fo r  t h i s  type  o f  21 

t rans fer  o r  cou ld  th is  be  go ing  back  to  the  22 

genera l  fund  fo r  o ther  use?  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We l l ,  we  knew a t  t he  24 

beg inn ing  o f  the  yea r  tha t  th e  po l i ce  over t i me  25 
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was under funded ,  I  t h ink  tha t  was po in ted  o u t .   2 

Now,  compound ing  tha t  w i th  the  s to rm,  we  ha ve 3 

po l i ce  o f f i ce rs  work ing  around  the  c lock ,  s o  we 4 

know our  ove r t ime is  go ing  th rough  the  roo f .   We  5 

don ' t  want  to  cause pe r i l  p rob lems  fo r  t hese  6 

o f f i ce rs .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  you ' re  8 

conf iden t  tha t  t he  surp lus  w i l l  ac tua l l y  in deed 9 

be  the re?  10 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Oh ,  yes .   Mos t  11 

de f i n i te ly .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Mr .  Su l l i van?  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yes .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Jus t  i n  te rms  o f  16 

the  - -  how much  o f  t h i s  i t em i s  fo r  the  po l i ce  17 

over t ime?  18 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  th ink  3 .9  m i l l ion .   8 .9  19 

m i l l ion  is  t he  t rans fe r  to  po l i ce  headquar t e rs .   20 

8 .937.  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Wha t  pa r t  o f  tha t  22 

i s  t he  po l i ce  over t ime?  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Pre t ty  much a l l  o f  i t .  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     A l l  o f  i t .    25 
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 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yeah .  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Okay .   In  te rms  o f  3 

where  we  a re  r i gh t  now in  the  year ,  what  th e  4 

p ro jec t i on  i s  as  to  where  we ' re  go ing  to  en d  up  5 

w i th  po l i ce  ove r t ime  and  how does i t  compar e  to  6 

l as t  yea r?  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We were  fo recas t ing  $48 8 

m i l l ion  pr io r  t o  Hur r i cane  Sandy .   A t  th is  po in t ,  9 

we  ant ic ipa te  i t ' s  go ing  to  be  h ighe r .   Bu t  tha t  10 

shou ld  be  o f f se t  by  FEMA re imbursement  fo r  t he  11 

expenses .   I t ' s  jus t  f rom a  c ash  pos i t ion ,  w e ' re  12 

go ing  to  be  ou t  the  money un t i l  we  rece ive  the  13 

fede ra l  re imbursemen t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     How long does  i t  15 

take  to  ge t  t he  FEMA re imbursement?  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Las t  yea r  i t  p robab ly  17 

took  about  ten ,  e leven  mon ths .   I t  t akes  a  w h i le .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     A l r igh t .   How does 19 

- -  as ide  f rom the  Hur r icane S andy re la ted  20 

over t ime ,  how a re  we  shap ing  up  compared  to  las t  21 

year 's  ove r t ime?  22 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t  was  very  comparab le .   23 

We were  pre t t y  much fo recas t i ng  48  l as t  yea r ,  we  24 

incu r red  48 .   I t ' s  been fa i r l y  cons tan t .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Okay .   Any  o the r  2 

ques t i ons?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    One fo l l ow  4 

up ,  i f  t ha t ' s  okay .  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Sure .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  see  you 7 

have  a  p ro jec ted  surp lus  o f  25  m i l l i on ,  tha t ' s  8 

the  to ta l ,  co r rec t?  9 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I 'm  sor ry?   Where  a re  you  10 

look ing?  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  12 

supposed ly  go ing  to  be  a  $25  m i l l i on  surp lu s  i n  13 

the  debt  serv i ce  budge t  becau se we  a re  no t  14 

bo r row ing  as  much.  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yes .   Cor rec t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  tha t ' s  17 

25  m i l l i on .   And  i f  I  unders tand  th i s  co r re c t l y ,  18 

th is  t rans fe r  o f  $8 .9  mi l l ion ,  t ha t ' s  one o f  t he  19 

t rans fers  coming  f rom there .   I s  t he re  any  o ther  20 

t rans fer  t ha t  you know o f  tha t ' s  coming f ro m tha t  21 

su rp lus?  22 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I f  you  look  a t  - -  we ' re  23 

ta lk ing  abou t  I t em 670-12.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    R igh t .  25 
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 MR.  SULL IVAN:   Any th ing  tha t  wou ld  say  2 

debt  serv i ce  cha rge backs ,  i t ' s  the  9 .5  mi l l ion  3 

tha t  i s  be ing  charged back .   Tha t ' s  where  w e ' re  4 

d raw ing down  to  debt  serv i ce .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    F rom wha t  I  6 

can see,  we ' re  ta l k ing  maybe  about  10  mi l l i on  7 

tha t  we ' re  do ing  to  be  t rans fe r r ing .  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    A  l i t t le  l ess ,  yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    A  l i t t le  10 

l ess .  11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    R igh t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Am I  13 

co r rec t  in  assuming tha t  we dec ided th is  mo ney  i s  14 

p re t ty  much guaran tee  coming  in ,  t he re 's  a  15  15 

m i l l ion  in  su rp lus  tha t ' s  found r i gh t  he re .  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yeah .   When I ' ve  17 

tes t i f ied  about  the  overa l l  budget ,  I  th ink  we  18 

sa id  we ' re  go ing  to  be  - -  p r i o r  to  Hur r i cane  19 

Sandy,  and  we ' l l  have to  see  the  impac ts  o f  tha t .   20 

Bu t  we  though t  we were  p re t t y  - -  i n  ou r  mon t h l y  21 

repo r t ,  we  were  pre t ty  c lose  to  ze ro .   I n  t e rms 22 

o f  t ha t ,  surp luses  f rom debt  serv i ces  and s a les  23 

tax  were  o f f se t t ing  some o the r  de f ic ienc ies ,  and  24 

were  p ro jec t i ng  a  s l igh t  surp lus .   The  las t  25 
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month l y  repo r t  we had,  I  t h ink  an  $8  m i l l io n  2 

p ro jec t i on  o f  a  su rp lus .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  ask  4 

how i t ' s  de term ined wh ich  ca t egor ies  a re  5 

cons idered  fo r  t he  t rans fe rs?   L ike ,  f o r  6 

i ns tance ,  th i s  i s  no t  l i ke  a  cap i ta l  budget .  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Cor rec t .   Opera t ing .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Opera t ing  9 

budget .  10 

 Ge t t ing  back  to  my  i ssue .   How i s  i t  11 

de te rm ined  tha t  someth ing  l i ke  th i s ,  wh ich  12 

obv ious l y  i s  impor tan t ,  can  be  used?   Howev er ,  13 

can someth ing  l i ke  the  you th  serv i ces  qua l i f y  fo r  14 

th is  t ype  o f  t rans fe r?  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No .   We look  where  - -  16 

there  wasn ' t  tha t  much  fund ing  i n  youth  ser v ices  17 

to  beg in  w i th .   We look  where  there  are  surp luses  18 

and where  we  can  cover  our  expenses.   So  we  19 

fo recas t  ou t  on  each  ob jec t  code  fo r  each 20 

depar tment  and then we  do a  month l y  fo recas t .   We 21 

rea l i ze  tha t  the  po l i ce  over t ime  was  go ing  to  be  22 

ex tenuated  by  th is  hur r i cane  and  we looked w here  23 

we  cou ld  cove r  i t  f r om.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    That  I  25 
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unders tand .   And  I  wou ldn ' t  want  to  use  a l l  o f  2 

the  money.   But  we  have approx imate l y  10  mi l l i on  3 

coming  ou t  o f  t h is  25  mi l l ion  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  4 

be  a l l o t t i ng  to  po l i ce .  5 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yeah .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  tha t ' s  7 

a l low ing  abou t  $15  m i l l i on  tha t  i s  no t  a l lo ca ted  8 

a t  t h i s  po in t .   9 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Hum,  hmm.  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Th is  i s  11 

j us t  my las t  po in t .   Aga in ,  i n  my op in ion ,  t h i s  12 

money is  ava i lab le  fo r  t rans fe r  where  i t ' s  13 

abso lu te ly  needed.   I ’m go ing  a  l i t t le  - -  14 

d ig ress ing ,  I  rea l i ze  tha t .   I t  does  no t  ma ke any  15 

sense to  me a t  a l l  as  to  why  we ' re  no t  us in g  th i s  16 

fo r  youth  se rv i ces .   I  don ’ t  t h ink  tha t  we have 17 

any  r i gh t  no t  t o  use  i t .  18 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We have to  pay  our  po l i ce  19 

o f f i ce rs .   I  th ink  we ' re  manda ted by  con t ra c t  to  20 

pay  them.  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Abso lu te ly .   22 

Bu t  we  a lso  have  o ther  ob l iga t ions  to  ou r  o the r  23 

cont rac ts  tha t  a re  i nvo lved.   I  cannot  see how 24 

th is  i s  d i sseminated .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Mr .  Su l l i van ,  we 2 

have  o ther  ob l i ga t ions ,  such  as  tax  ce r t s  t ha t  we 3 

have  to  pay ,  co r rec t?  4 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That  i s  co r rec t .  5 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     I f  we d idn ' t  have  6 

to  pay  those  tax  cer ts  ou t  o f  opera t ing ,  th e re  7 

m igh t  be  more  o the r  op t i ons  tha t  we cou ld  u se  - -  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That 's  cor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    L i ke  you  10 

jus t  sa id ,  i t ' s  no t  a l loca ted .   I t ' s  $15  mi l l i on .   11 

I  th ink  we  shou ld  rea l l y  s i t  down and f i gur e  ou t  12 

how th is  money i s  go ing  to  be  used .   Honest l y ,  as  13 

a  f i nance - -  as  a  pe rson  on  t he  f i nance 14 

commiss ion ,  I  rea l l y  t h ink  we  shou ld  have a  ro le  15 

i n  how th i s  money ' s  d i s t r i bu ted .   I  th ink  o u r  16 

ob l i ga t i ons  to  our  you th  and  our  con t rac ts  t ha t  17 

a re  ou t  there  a re  ve ry  impor tan t .   I f  there ' s  18 

anothe r  15  m i l l i on  here  - -  I  f ee l  l i ke  we ke ep  19 

f i nd ing  money  and i t ' s  no t  rea l l y  exp la ined  as  to  20 

why we ' re  no t  us ing  i t  f o r  t h i s  impor tan t  r eason .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Leg is la to r  22 

Denenberg .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  asked 24 

ques t ions  be fore  - -  I  don ' t  know i f  tha t ' s  why  - -  25 
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in  Pub l i c  Sa fe ty .   I  don ’ t  know i f  t ha t ' s  w hy you 2 

came down,  bu t  i f  i t  i s ,  Mr .  Su l l i van ,  t han k  you .  3 

 My  concern  and my ques t ions  a t  Pub l i c  4 

Sa fe ty  was  I  fe l t  tha t  t he  ma jor i t y ,  i f  no t  5 

a lmost  a l l  o f  t h is  8 .9  was  fo r  ove r t ime and  6 

bene f i ts .   I  th ink  you  con f i rmed  tha t  w i th  7 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Thank  you .  10 

 I f  I 'm  no t  m is taken then  - -  a nd th is  11 

i t em,  in  and  o f  i t se l f ,  th is  request  i s  da te d  12 

Oc tober  22 ,  so  i t ' s  be fo re  Sandy .   Cor rec t?  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yes ,  s i r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  be fore  Sandy,  15 

th is  i tem is  app ropr ia t i ng  funds  f rom the  g enera l  16 

fund  deb t  se rv i ce  chargeback  to  po l i ce  17 

headquar te rs ,  most ly  fo r  sa la ry  and f r inge 18 

bene f i ts ,  p r i o r  to  October  22 ,  r igh t?   19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    As  we d i scussed,  we had 20 

po l i ce  ove r t ime  th is  yea r ,  i f  you  reca l l ,  w as  21 

budgeted  inadequate l y .   We had  mon ies  se t  a s ide ,  22 

and we ' re  d rawing on  those  funds  now.   We 'v e  been 23 

say ing  tha t  48  m i l l i on  i s  our  p ro jec t i on  fo r  t he  24 

l as t  f ou r  to  f i ve  months .   I t ' s  rea l l y  f und ing  25 
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tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  i t ' s  48  3 

m i l l ion ,  t ha t ' s  48  m i l l i on  i n  over t ime  when  we  4 

budgeted  how much?  5 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I  be l ieve  i t  was  23  6 

m i l l ion ,  bu t  we  have  ano ther  20  in  con t ingen cy .   7 

I ' d  have  to  go  back  and check  the  numbers .   We 8 

had some mon ies .   We had  budge ted cont ingen c ies ,  9 

s i r .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  48 ' s  the  to ta l  11 

over t ime  o r  - -  12 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I t ' s  a  p ro jec t i on .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    i s  48  what 's  ove r  14 

budget?  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No .   To ta l .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  you ' re  17 

say ing  we budge ted  23  mi l l ion  fo r  po l i ce  18 

over t ime?  19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  be l i eve  so .   I  cou ld  20 

check  tha t .   Bu t  I  be l ieve  so .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  wou ld  ask  you 22 

to  do  check  tha t .  23 

 A t  t he  l as t  budget  rev iew - -  24 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' l l  check  tha t  number ,  25 
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s i r .   I ' l l  ca l l  you  on  tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  want  to  3 

th row ou t  a  number .   I  r eca l l  go ing  th rough  th is  4 

w i th  you ,  bo th  i n  las t  yea r ' s  budget  cyc le  and  5 

then  a t  the  l as t  budge t  rev iew  commi t tee  me e t ing ,  6 

where  I  th ink  we  were  on ly  budge t ing  on  the  orde r  7 

o f  10  mi l l ion ,  whe ther  i t  was  9  or  12  I 'm n o t  8 

su re .  9 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We - -  i f  you  reca l l ,  I  10 

th ink  in  our  p roposed budget  th i s  year  - -  22  11 

m i l l ion ,  Roseanne was jus t  say ing  was the  b udget  12 

fo r  2012 .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  budge t  fo r  14 

2012  i s  22  and we ' re  go ing  to  be  26  over  bu dge t?  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yeah .   I  wou ld  no t  16 

quan t i fy  i t  was  such .   Aga in ,  we  had  budget ed 17 

money in  con t ingency .   We knew i t ' s  cons is t en t .   18 

As  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o  jus t  t es t i f i ed ,  i t ' s  19 

cons is ten t  w i th  ou r  expend i tu re  las t  yea r .   There  20 

was neve r  a  though t  tha t  we wou ld  ac tua l l y  21 

cont ro l  po l i ce  ove r t ime to  22 .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t ha t  was  wha t  23 

what  i n  the  budget .  24 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    There  was 20  m i l l i on  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  40 Finance Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

ex t ra  in  con t ingency ,  s i r .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   A t  the  3 

l as t  budge t  rev iew  commi t tee  mee t ing ,  you k now,  I  4 

guess  I  heard  you wrong.   I ’m  t r y ing  to  ge t  i t  5 

on .   I  t hough t  a t  tha t  po in t  you  sa id  - -  I  s a id  6 

tha t  i t  looks  l i ke  we ' l l  be  a round  50 mi l l i o n  and 7 

you sa id  tha t  we ' re  hop ing  to  ge t  i t  l ess  t han  8 

40 .  9 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No .   I  wou ld  never  say  10 

tha t .   No.   For t y -e igh t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You sa id  I  was  12 

go ing  to  be  wrong abou t  50 .   I  guess  48  is  two  13 

m i l l ion  less  than 50 .  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Fo r t y -e igh t  was ou r  15 

p ro jec t i on .  We ' re  s tand ing  by  tha t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Oh .   Obv ious ly ,  17 

we ' re  go ing  to  say  tha t  Sandy ' s  go ing  to  ta ke  us  18 

over  - -  19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Cor rec t .   Bu t  there  w i l l  20 

be  re imbursemen t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    bu t  hope fu l l y  22 

w i th  FEMA wi l l  r e imburse  tha t .  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I  t h ink  we more  than hope .   24 

I  th ink  they  wou ld  be  ob l i ga ted  to  re imburs e  25 
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tha t ,  a t  l eas t  75  pe rcen t ,  and  then 12  1 /2  2 

pe rcen t  f rom the  s ta te .   A t  m in imum,  87  1 /2  3 

pe rcen t  wou ld  be  funded.  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Where  d id  the  5 

re imbursemen t  f rom I rene  go  to?   6 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Where  d id  i t  go  to?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  when  we ge t  8 

the  re imbursemen t ,  do  we  put  i t  in  t he  gene ra l  9 

fund  o r  do  we  pu t  i t  i n  po l i ce  headquar te r?  10 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I t  wou ld  be  where  the  11 

expenses  were  accrued.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wh ich  wou ld  be?  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I f  i t ' s  f o r  po l i ce ,  i t  14 

wou ld  be  i n  po l i ce  headquar te rs  and/or  po l i ce  15 

d i s t r i c t ,  depend ing  on  wh ich  fund.  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  cou ldn ' t  we  17 

use the  money  tha t  we go t  back  f rom I rene,  18 

because we  had to  use  - -  we had to  use  an  19 

approp r ia t ion  a t  t he  end  o f  11  to  cove r  fo r  20 

I rene,  wa i t i ng  fo r  FEMA to  come back .  21 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    You ' re  ta l k ing  cash 22 

ve rsus  budge t .   Obv ious l y ,  t he  cash was la i d  ou t  23 

a t  t ha t  t ime .   But  f rom a  budgetary  appropr ia t ion  24 

s tandard ,  tha t  money  was  booked aga ins t  the  25 
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accrua l  tha t  was  se t  up  fo r  t ha t  ove r t ime.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  you ' re  say ing  3 

tha t  when I rene  came in ,  we booked  i t  back  to  the  4 

- -  5 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    R igh t .   To  the  acc rua l .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  tha t  wou ld  7 

have  covered  the  t rans fe r  a t  t ha t  t ime?  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    On  a  budge ta ry  bas is ,  9 

yes .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  when you come 11 

to  us  la te r  t h i s  yea r  to  cove r  Sandy ,  we ' re  go ing  12 

to  take  money  ou t  o f  someth ing  o r  we ' re  go in g  to  13 

do  a  t rans fe r  based on  a  fede ra l  re imbursem ent  14 

tha t  hasn ' t  come in  ye t?  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' l l  p robab ly  have to  do  16 

a  supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i on  based  on an  ac c rua l  17 

fo r  a  rece ivab le  tha t  w i l l  be  coming  in  fo r  18 

Sandy.  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I  don ' t  20 

remember  wha t  we  d id  to  cove r  I rene over t im e .   21 

You ' re  say ing  tha t  we d id  - -  22 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   I  t h ink  the  scope 's  go ing  23 

to  be  d i f f e ren t  h i s  year ,  s i r .   I  th ink  i t ' s  24 

go ing  to  be  a  much  g rea ter  expense  th i s  yea r  than 25 
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las t  yea r .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  l as t  yea r ,  3 

what  d id  we do?   D id  we jus t  base i t  on  a  f ede ra l  4 

re imbursemen t  tha t  hadn ' t  come in  ye t?  5 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    An  acc rua l  wou ld  be  se t  6 

up  and  the  rece ivab le  wou ld  be  booked in  th e  7 

sys tem as  the  FEMA re imbursement .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we ' re  no t  9 

go ing  to  have  to  f ind  the  money w i th in  the  2012 10 

budget .   We ' re  go ing  to  have  a  t rans fe r  o f  money  11 

in  an t ic ipa t i on  o f  t he  federa l  re imbursemen t  tha t  12 

p robab ly  w i l l  come in  somet ime  in  13?  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yes .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   I  s t i l l  15 

th ink  tha t  ove r t ime is  a la rmi ng ly  above the  16 

budget .   I  r ea l l y  do .  17 

 Thanks .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    A l r i gh ty .   Any  19 

o the r  ques t i ons?   20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Su l l i van  22 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Thank you,  s i r .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Any  pub l i c  24 

comment?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  N ico le l l o?  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Yes .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Be fo re  you  ca l l  5 

the  vo te ,  the  vo te  f rom the  m ino r i ty  i n  Pub l ic  6 

Sa fe ty  was  abs ten t ion  because  we  d idn ' t  hav e  the  7 

answers  f rom Mr .  Su l l i van .   So  I  j us t  want  t o  say  8 

on  the  record  be fo re  the  vo te ,  t ha t  Mr .  Su l l i van  9 

d id  come down,  thank  you ,  to  exp la in .   We ' r e  no t  10 

happy abou t  ove r t ime  be ing  h igh ,  bu t  we now  11 

unders tand  the  na ture  o f  t h i s  t rans fer .   So ,  12 

thank  you.  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     A l r igh ty .  14 

 I t em 657-2012,  a l l  i n  favo r  s ign i f y  by  15 

say ing  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Those opposed? 18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Those abs ta in ing?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 Car r ies  unan imous ly .  22 

 Th is  i s  the  ba lance o f  t he  i t ems  tha t  we  23 

w i l l  ca l l  together .  24 

 655,  658 ,  659 ,  660 ,  661,  662 ,  and 663,  25 
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a l l  in  f avor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Those opposed? 4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 Those i t ems car ry  unan imous ly .  6 

 Nex t  t h ree  i t ems  a re  666 ,  667 ,  668 -2012.   7 

These were  ca l l ed  in  Pub l i c  Works .   We ' re  g o ing  8 

to  wa ive  the  read ing ,  i f  i t ' s  a l r i gh t  w i th  t he  9 

M ino r i ty .  10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  13 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  seconded by  Leg is la t o r  14 

Be les i .  15 

 Any  ques t ions  on  these  th ree  i tems?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  17 

 They  were  heard  be fo re  i n  the  Pub l ic  18 

Works  Commi t tee .  19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Those opposed? 24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Those th ree  i tems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  2 

 I t em 670-2012 i s  a  reso lu t ion  to  3 

au thor ize  the  t rans fer  o f  app rop r ia t ions  4 

he re to fo re  made  w i th in  the  budge t  fo r  the  y ear  5 

2012 .  6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  9 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  10 

Muscare l la .  11 

 Any  ques t ions?  D iscuss ion?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Those opposed? 18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 That  car r i es  unan imous ly .  20 

 We have a  second  addendum to  the  F inance  21 

Commi t tee .  22 

 I t em 674-2012,  a  reso lu t ion  t o  au tho r i ze  23 

the  t rans fer  o f  approp r ia t ions  here to fore  m ade  24 

w i th in  the  budge t  fo r  the  yea r  2012.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    So  moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  4 

Leg is la to r  Be les i ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  5 

Gonsa lves .  6 

 Do  we have  any  ques t ions  on  I t em 674?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes ,  we do .  8 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     A l r igh t .   Mr .  May .  9 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Ms.  L isa  L oCur to  f rom 10 

the  Coun ty  A t to rney ' s  Of f i ce  to  answer  any  11 

ques t ions .  12 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    L isa  LoCur to ,  County  13 

A t to rney 's  O f f i ce .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Wha t ' s  th is  15 

t rans fer?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Th i s  i s  a  t rans fe r ,  a  17 

board  t rans fe r  t o  the  coun ty  a t to rney  DE l i n e .   18 

I t  i s  mon ies  tha t  w i l l  be  used  to  a id  us  in  the  19 

de fense o f  t he  Kogar t  (phone t i c )  t r i a l ,  wh i ch  is  20 

a  t r ia l  w i th  po ten t i a l  l iab i l i t y  o f  $190  mi l l i on .   21 

I t  i s  cu r ren t ly  be ing  t r ied  i n  the  federa l  cou r t  22 

be fo re  Judge  S ieber t .    23 

 The t r ia l  was  momentar i l y  in te r rup ted  by  24 

the  hu r r icane ,  bu t  i t  i s  s t i l l  go ing  fu l l  s peed 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  48 Finance Committee – 11 - 5- 12 

ahead and proceed ing .   Th i s  money is  necess a ry  2 

fo r  the  coun ty  to  ob ta in  the  exper t  w i tness es  3 

necessary  to  tes t i f y ,  to  house  the  w i tnesse s ,  and 4 

to  a l l oca te  wha tever  resources  a re  necessar y  i n  5 

the  de fense o f  t he  l i t iga t ion .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Which  l aw  f i rm is  7 

de fend ing  the  coun ty  i n  tha t  case?  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Lew is  &  F io re ,  wh ich  is  9 

the  top  c r im ina l  de fense  f i rm  in  the  s ta te .   Even 10 

though t  th is  i s  a  c i v i l  t r ia l ,  bas ica l l y  i t  i s  a  11 

re t r ia l  o f  t he  c r im ina l  case  where  th ree  me n  were  12 

i nca rcera ted  - -  13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:      We  know the  14 

fac ts .  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    and  i t  was  ove r tu rned .   16 

That 's  t he  case .  17 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     On the  o the r  s ide  18 

o f  t h i s  case ,  t he  p la in t i f f ' s  a t to rneys ,  i s  tha t  19 

f rom the  Innocence  Pro jec t ,  I  unders tand .  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  they  a re .   Bar ry  21 

Schech t  i s  l ead ing  the  team f rom the  Innoce nce  22 

P ro jec t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     You ' re  dea l ing  24 

w i th ,  you know,  lega l  heavywe igh ts .  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   Abso lu te l y .  2 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Okay .  3 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons?   Leg is la to r  4 

Denenberg .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  $750,000 is  6 

on ly  fo r  exper t  w i tnesses  or  i s  i t  f o r  t he  l aw  7 

f i rm  as  we l l ?  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t ' s  fo r  the  l aw f i rm  as  9 

we l l .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   How much 11 

i s  fo r  t he  l aw f i rm?   How much  fo r  t he  expe r t  12 

w i tnesses?   Or  you  don ' t  have  tha t  a t  your  13 

d i sposa l .  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  don ' t  have  i t  a t  my 15 

d i sposa l .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   How much 17 

have  we a l ready  spen t  on  th i s  f i rm?  18 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  can  ge t  the  spec i f i c  19 

number  fo r  you.   I  wou ld  say  i t ' s  we l l  over  20 

700,000.  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  my  f i r s t  22 

concern  is  we  know i t ' s  go ing  to  t r i a l  - -  23 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I t ' s  in  t r i a l  r igh t  now.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and we  know how 25 
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much  they  b i l l  - -  I 'm so r ry?  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We are  on  t r i a l  r igh t  now.   3 

The p la in t i f f s  have f i n i shed  the i r  case,  an d  we 4 

a re  now pu t t i ng  on  our  de fense .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And when  d id  we 6 

know i t  was  go ing  to  t r i a l?  7 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   We were  shor t  c i rcu i ted  by  8 

Judge Se iber t .   We  were  orde red to  go  to  t r i a l  9 

September  17  o f  th is  yea r .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And a t  t ha t  po in t  11 

- -  i t  jus t  seems to  me  a t  tha t  po in t  we knew  tha t  12 

we  - -  tha t  t he  amoun t  go ing  to  th i s  f i rm  was  13 

go ing  to  be  h igher  than what  was  a l ready  14 

d i spensed.   I t  sounds l i ke  we ' re  now approv ing  15 

money tha t ,  a t  l eas t  i n  pa r t ,  had to  have b een  16 

spen t  a l ready .   R igh t?   We had  to  have  had our  17 

exper t  w i tnesses  the re  to  hea r  the  p la in t i f f ' s  18 

case  o r  to  adv i se  us  on  c ross  examinat ion ,  I  19 

wou ld  th ink ,  r i gh t?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The re  a re  many  fac tors  21 

tha t  en tered  in to  why we  need  add i t i ona l  mo n ies .   22 

F i rs t ,  t h i s  case  had  been l i nger ing  in  the  county  23 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  fo r  over  f i ve  years .   We 24 

rece ived  ru l i ngs  f rom - -  I 'm  sor ry .   I 'm  so r ry .  I  25 
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los t  my t ra in  o f  t hought .    2 

 The cour t  has  ru led .   We had  an t ic ipa ted  3 

a  much  length ie r  d iscove ry  pe r iod .   The cou r t  4 

un fo r tunate l y  shor tened ou r  d i scovery  pe r io d  to  a  5 

four  mon th  pe r iod .   We were  fo rced  to  compr ess  6 

the  t ime f rame to  deve lop ,  ge t  the  exper t s ,  and  7 

pu t  on  an  e f fec t ive  t r ia l  case  to  de fend  a  $190 8 

m i l l ion  lawsu i t .   I  th ink  the  money is  we l l  spen t  9 

because the  po ten t ia l  l i ab i l i t y  to  the  coun ty  i s  10 

ex t reme and we fee l  i t  wou ld  be  de t r imen ta l  to  11 

the  coun ty  no t  t o  pu t  on  a  fa i r  and accu ra te  12 

de fense.  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry .   I  14 

guess  you ' re  no t  unders tand ing  my ques t ion ,  and 15 

tha t ' s  no t  why we ' re  spend ing  or  why  we ' re  h i r ing  16 

an  ou ts ide  cont rac to r ,  o r  whe the r  we ' re  ge t t ing  a  17 

good  dea l  f rom th i s  ou ts ide  f i rm ,  o r  even w hethe r  18 

we  need the  ou ts ide  f i rm .   I 'm  ques t ion ing  why  19 

you ' re  coming  to  the  l eg is la tu re  now fo r  an o ther  20 

750,000,  wh ich  we have  no  cho ice  bu t  t o  spe nd,  i t  21 

sounds  l i ke ,  when we  knew tha t  i t  was  be ing  22 

rushed  to  t r i a l  as  ear ly  as  September .   Ove ra l l ,  23 

by  the  way ,  I  p rac t i ce  t r i a l  work  fo r  a  lo t  o f  24 

fede ra l  cases .   My  en t i re  p rac t i ce  i s  a lmos t  a l l  25 
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fede ra l  cases .   When  i t ' s  rushed  to  a  t r ia l ,  you  2 

a lmost  a lways  spend less  i n  l ega l  fees  than  i f  3 

you had a  long p ro t rac ted  d i scovery  p rocess .   So  4 

I  th ink  u l t imate ly  th i s  may cos t  us  less  no t  5 

more .   My issues  i s  in  Sep tember  you  know i t ' s  6 

go ing  to  t r i a l ,  and now in  a  commi t tee  on  7 

November  5 ,  we ' re  ge t t ing  a  reques t  fo r  750 ,000,  8 

most  o f  wh ich  i t  sounds l i ke  we spen t  a l rea dy .   I  9 

don ' t  know why you  cou ldn ' t  come to  us  i n  Oc tober  10 

o r  Sep tember .  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     She 's  answered 12 

tha t  ques t ion  a l ready .   Do  we  have  any  o the r  13 

ques t ions?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    P lease  te l l  me  15 

what  the  answer  was,  because  I  d idn ' t  hear  i t .   16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     She 's  to ld  you 17 

tw ice  tha t  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And thanks  fo r  19 

coach ing  the  w i tness .   Tha t ' s  good .  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     She 's  to ld  you 21 

tw ice  tha t  because  o f  the  judge rush ing  th i s  to  22 

t r ia l  i t  exped i ted  the  schedu le .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    She sa id  i n  24 

September .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Wou ld  you  le t  me 2 

f i n i sh?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  no t  4 

supposed  to  be  answer ing  anyway.   That 's  re a l l y  5 

the  po in t .  6 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     As  the  commi t tee  7 

cha i rman  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    She knew i t  in  9 

September .  10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     I  can  cu t  o f f  11 

deba te  when i t  ge ts  repe t i t i ve ,  redundan t ,  and  12 

abus ive ,  and  I ' l l  do  i t  a t  some po in t .   Wha t  I 'm  13 

t r y ing  to  do  is  fac i l i ta te  th i s .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There  wasn ' t  any .   15 

There  wasn ' t  any .   Come on ,  Mr .  N ico le l l o .  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     When you ask  the  17 

same quest ion  th ree  t imes,  you  ge t  t he  answ ers  18 

and then  you  ask  i t  a  four th  t ime,  i t  ge ts  19 

repe t i t i ve  and abus ive .   She  answered the  20 

ques t ion .   The answer  tha t  t he  county  a t to r ney  21 

has  g i ven you  i s  tha t  because  the  judge had  22 

o rde red th is  to  an  immed ia te  t r i a l  t he re  we re  23 

more  expenses  incu r red  i n  a  shor te r  t ime  pe r iod .   24 

Whethe r  i t ' s  ac tua l l y  cheaper  in  the  l ong r un  or  25 
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no t .   Bu t  i t ' s  a  sho r te r  per iod  and the  cou n ty  2 

a t to rney  has  to  ad jus t ,  in  te rms  o f  pay ing  fo r  3 

the i r  exper t  w i tnesses ,  in  te rms  o f  pu t t ing  on  a  4 

de fense.   She  sa id  tha t .   Eve ryone  here  5 

unders tood  tha t .   So  s top  ask ing  the  same 6 

ques t ion .   Ask  someth ing  e lse .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Everyone  8 

unders tood  we  knew tha t  in  Sep tember .   Why d id  we 9 

wa i t  f rom Sep tember  un t i l  November  to  reques t  the  10 

money f rom us?  The judge 's  o rde r  was in  11 

September ,  co r rec t?  12 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Unfor tuna te ly ,  because o f  13 

the  process  i n  ge t t i ng  approp r ia t i ons ,  we 14 

p robab ly  d id  no t  - -  no t  p robab ly  - -  we  d id  no t  15 

meet  the  dead l i nes  i n  t ime  to  f i le  t h i s  to  ge t  i t  16 

to  you  in  Sep tember .   Obv ious l y ,  October  o f  th is  17 

year  was  a  ve ry  d i f f i cu l t  and  t r y ing  yea r  - -  18 

t r y ing  mon th ,  coup led  w i th  the  hur r i cane  co ming 19 

in ,  i t  has  added  exponen t ia l l y ,  expenses  an d  20 

cos ts  tha t  were  no t  an t i c ipa ted .   Mov ing  ex per t  21 

w i tnesses  who  a re  c lea r  ac ros s  the  count ry  f o r  22 

DNA ana lys is ,  ha i r  ana lys i s ,  f inge rp r in t  23 

ana lys is ,  who  a re  a l l  over  the  count ry .   I t  i s  24 

no t  inexpens ive  and easy  to  move  peop le  in  the  25 
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m idd le  o f  a  hur r icane.   I  apo log ize  tha t  we  2 

cou ldn ' t  ge t  th i s  to  you  as  immedia te l y  as  3 

poss ib le .   But  as  humanly  pos s ib le ,  i t  was  4 

p resen ted  be fore  th i s  leg i s la tu re  fo r  your  5 

cons idera t ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    When  was  the  7 

j udge ' s  ru l i ng?  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  judge 's  ru l ing  - -  I  9 

w i l l  ge t  an  exac t  da te  o f  the  ru l i ng  fo r  yo u .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Somet ime  in  11 

September?  12 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Now,  we ' re  14 

tak ing  th i s  money f rom f r i nge  bene f i ts?  15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  I t  appears  - -  yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How i s  i t  tha t  17 

the  f r inge  bene f i t  s ta te  re t i remen t  sys tem o f  the  18 

genera l  fund  - -  maybe Mr .  Su l l i van 's  the  r i g h t  19 

one to  answer .   Bu t  how i t  i s  tha t  we have tha t  20 

money?  21 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    As  you ' re  aware ,  we 22 

reduced the  headcoun t .   We ' re  down  to  7409 now.   23 

So  we ' re  p robab ly  1 ,000 heads  than  we were  no t  24 

too  long  ago .   When we  do the  budget  - -  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  though t  we  d id  2 

budget  - -  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     P lease  le t  the  4 

w i tness  cont inue  answer ing .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm so r ry  you ' re  6 

no t  happy.  7 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     I t ' s  no t  be ing  8 

happy.   I  wan t  to  hear  f rom h im.   I  don ' t  w ant  to  9 

hear  f rom you .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ’m no t  happy 11 

tha t  we ' re  he re  today ,  t o  beg in  w i th .   I  th ink  we 12 

shou ld  be  in  ou r  d is t r i c ts .    13 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     The re ' s  no th ing  14 

keep ing  you here .  15 

 Mr .  Su l l i van .  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' re  be low budget  i n  ou r  17 

f r inge  benef i ts .   A l so ,  las t  yea r  the  s ta te  came 18 

ou t  w i th  a  ra te  tha t  was  lower .   A  l o t  o f  t imes,  19 

as  we ' re  do ing  now w i th  ou r  budget ,  we  p red ic t  a  20 

ra te  as  bes t  we  can,  based  on  in fo rmat ion  f rom 21 

New York  S ta te  regard ing  hea l th  insu rance.   Las t  22 

year  hea l th  i nsu rance came ou t  subs tan t i a l l y  23 

l ower  than  was p red ic ted .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Hea l th  i nsurance ,  25 
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as  fa r  as  ou r  re imbursemen t  o r ,  l i ke ,  2 

Med ica re /Med ica id?  3 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    The cos t .   No t  Med icare  4 

and Med ica id .   The  cos t  fo r  t he  NYSHIP .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Okay .   6 

Thank you.  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Thank you,  s i r .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  9 

ask  a  qu ick  ques t ion?  10 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Leg is la to r  11 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t ' s  sor t  13 

o f  a  genera l  ques t ion .   I s  t he re  any  t ype o f  14 

schedu led  fee  fo r  ou ts ide  counse l?   Fo r  ins tance ,  15 

l i ke  t r i a l  p rep  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .   I s  t here  a  16 

schedu led  fee? 17 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    The  county  a t to rney 's  18 

o f f i ce  has  a  prequa l i f ied  pane l  fo r  a t to rne ys ,  19 

and we  do se t  pane l  ra tes .   H owever ,  g iven t he  20 

na tu re  o f  ce r ta in  types  o f  cases ,  the  ra te  fo r  21 

compensa t ion  may  vary  s l igh t l y .    22 

 I  w i l l  t e l l  you  tha t  t he  mun ic ipa l  ra tes  23 

tha t  we demand o f  ou r  a t to rneys  on  the  pane l  a re  24 

the  lowest  mun ic ipa l  ra tes  i n  the  en t i re  S ta te  o f  25 
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New York .   So  the  coun ty  i s  ge t t ing  a  good va lue  2 

fo r  the  money  tha t  i t ' s  charged by  our  coun se l .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    D id  I  4 

unders tand  you cor rec t ly  t ha t  we ' re  mov ing  5 

w i tnesses  now fo r  tes t imony? 6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  we  a re .   The  county  7 

a t to rney 's  case  was supposed  to  beg in  - -  the  8 

t r ia l  began Sep tember  17 .   The  p la in t i f f  re s ted  9 

the i r  case  Oc tober  24 ,  and  the  county  was 10 

supposed  to  beg in  i t s  case  on  Oc tober  29 ,  r i gh t  11 

when  the  hur r icane  was  beg inn ing .   So now w e  have 12 

to  rea r range  ho te l s ,  rea r range  the  exper ts '  13 

ava i lab i l i t y .   Tha t ' s  what 's  go ing  on  now.  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The cour ts  15 

a re  s t i l l  c l osed ,  co r rec t?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   No ,  no t  in  fede ra l  cou r t .   17 

They  a re  no t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  you  have 19 

a  new da te  fo r  t ha t .   20 

 The th ing  tha t  j us t  concerns  me is  as  21 

l ong  as  we  have  some t ype o f  con t ro l  - -  I  22 

unders tand  the  use  o f  ce r ta in  a t to rneys  fo r  23 

ce r ta in  cases  and a l l .   I  unders tand  tha t .   Bu t  I  24 

j us t  am concerned abou t  how the  b i l l s  come in .   25 
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I f  t he re  i s  no  se t  schedu led  fee ,  i f  i t ' s  j us t  2 

k ind  o f  de te rmined  by  a  pane l ,  we have  no  s ay  as  3 

to  wha t  the  b i l l  i s  when  i t  comes in .  4 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  wou ld  d i sagree  w i th  your  5 

s ta temen t .   Wha t  I  sa id  i s  t he re  i s  a  se t  f ee  6 

tha t  t he  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  se ts  fo r  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Cou ld  I  - -  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    a l l  t he  a t to rneys  on  the  9 

pane l .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  wou ld  11 

l i ke  to  jus t  see  a  copy  o f  t ha t ,  i f  tha t ' s  12 

poss ib le .   I f  you  cou ld  jus t  send tha t  t o  m e .  13 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cer ta in ly .    14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm jus t  - -    15 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  w i l l  ge t  tha t  16 

i n fo rmat ion  to  you .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t  750 ,000  18 

i s  cus tomary  fo r  wha t  t r ia l  p rep  and  eve ry t h ing  19 

e l se  wou ld  be ,  t hen tha t ' s  f i ne .  20 

 When  we approve  these funds ,  i t  wou ld  21 

j us t  he lp  us  to  have  a  f rame o f  re fe rence as  to  22 

i f  i t  i s  i n  l ine  w i th  what  ou r  s tandards  ar e .  23 

 Thank you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Any  o ther  25 
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leg i s la to rs  have  ques t ions?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 I ’m go ing  to  ca l l  the  ques t ion .  4 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em s ign i f y  7 

by  say ing  aye .  8 

 (Aye . )  9 

 Those opposed? 10 

 (Nay . )   11 

 Passes  by  a  vo te  o f  four  to  th ree .  12 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn  the  hear ing?  13 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:     Moved  by  16 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  17 

Muscare l la .  18 

 A l l  in  f avor?  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 The hear ing  i s  c losed.   I  mean  the  21 

meet ing  is  c losed.   22 

 (Whereupon ,  the  F inance Commi t tee  23 

ad journed a t  4 :50  p .m. )  24 

 25 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  61 

 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t h e  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  19 th  day  o f  November ,  2012 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


